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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
202136132 filed on 08/28/2002. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 2/28/2005 is 
acknowledged. The IDS meets the requirements of 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 and therefore 
the references therein have been considered. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
26, a main body; 44, an operating display; 58, a battery power supply disposed behind a 
cover, as described in the specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a 
proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP 
§ 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
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consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "38" has been used to designate both serial interface and 
a push button. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "40" has been used to designate both a main power 
supply port and an undesignated port not indicative of a main power supply connection. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
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drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

6. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(b) because they are 
incomplete. 37 CFR 1 .83(b) reads as follows: 

When the invention consists of an improvement on an old machine the drawing 
must when possible exhibit, in one or more views, the improved portion 
itself, disconnected from the old structure, and also in another view, so 
much only of the old structure as will suffice to show the connection of 
the invention therewith. 

7. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing 
figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings 
for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
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of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
Reference numeral 50 refers to a printer keyboard. Fig. 1 shows numeral 50 to be a 
simple square latch/bay configuration that is not indicative of a keyboard. Numeral 66 is 
referenced in Fig. 2, however it is not referenced in the specification. The drawings are 
objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show the labeled individual 
components within the block diagram of Fig. 3, as described in the specification. Any 
structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention 
should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement-drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
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the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

8. In addition to Replacement Sheets containing the corrected drawing figure(s), 
applicant is required to submit a marked-up copy of each Replacement Sheet including 
annotations indicating the changes made to the previous version. The marked-up copy 
must be clearly labeled as "Annotated Sheets" and must be presented in the 
amendment or remarks section that explains the change(s) to the drawings. See 37 
CFR 1.121(d)(1). Failure to timely submit the proposed drawing and marked-up copy 
will result in the abandonment of the application. 

Specification 

9. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The title listed on the 
specification does not match the filed title name. 

Claim Objections 

1 0. Claims 1 -1 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 : line 
1 , the word "such" should be removed. Line 8, "power supply unit" is not connected to 
any other parts of the claimed invention and is unclear if it relates to the later claimed 
power units. Line 10, "is made up of and "from" should be removed and it is suggested 
that they be replaced with "is" and "includes." Line 1 1 , "in such a way" should be 
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deleted and replaced with the phrase "wherein". It is suggested that the numerous 
"and"s be removed present in lines, 1 1 and 12. 

Claim 2, it is suggested that the phrase "one the one hand" as well as the phrase "on 
the other hand" be removed. 

Claim 4, it is suggested that the phrase "in such a way" be removed and replaced with 

"wherein". The term "coupled condition" is vague and indefinite to the meaning. It is 

undefined what it is coupled to have a coupled condition. 

Claim 8, line 5, the phrase "control unit" is inferentially included. It is unclear if the 

control unit is being positively recited or if it is being functionally recited. 

Claim 9, Iine10; the term "flexible electrical feed line" is inferentially included and must 

be either positively recited or functionally cited first. 

Claim 11 and 14 the terms "data interface" and "power supply interface" are vague. 
Claim 1, also discloses a data interface and power supply interface. It is unclear if these 
are the same aforementioned interfaces or if they are different. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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12. Claims 1-6, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Snell et al. (US 5,724,985). Snell et al. discloses an external programming device for 
an implant comprising a receiving and transmitting unit, a display, and a power supply. 
Snell et al. discloses the external programming device is of modular fashion (Fig. 1); 
with a hand device consisting of a transmitter/receiver (col. 2, line 30), display (Fig. 1), 
chargeable power supply (col. 12, line 10), and a data/power supply interface (col. 13, 
line 15); a base device with power and data interfaces that are compatible with the hand 
held unit (col. 13, line 15). Snell et al. discloses that the hand held device can be 
coupled to the base device. 

1 3. With regard to claim 2, Snell et al. discloses the transmission of data from the 
memory of the handheld programmer to the device and/or base (col. 1 3, line 34). 

14. With regard to claim 3 and 4, Snell et al. discloses that the device can either 
have a printer, or have a printer interface (col. 12, line 36). Snell et al. disclose that a 
strip chart printer may be used, which would provide a real time representation (col. 5, 
line 65). 

1 5. With regard to claim 5, Snell et al. disclose wireless communication between the 
base and the hand held device (col. 13, line 22). 

16. With regard to claim 6, Snell et al. disclose a touch sensitive display unit (col. 3, 
line 4). 

17. With regard to claim 9, Snell et al. disclose an RF head to program the implanted 
medical device (col. 2, line 30). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

20. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Snell et al. Snell et al. discloses the claimed invention except for the latching of the 
hand device to the base unit with a release button for the latching mechanical 
connection, and a shock triggering button. It would have been obvious to on having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system as 
taught by Snell et al., with latching of the hand device to the base unit with a release 
button for the latching mechanical connection, and a shock triggering button since it is 
known in the art that latching of the hand device to the base unit with a release button 
for the latching mechanical connection, and a shock triggering button is used to provide 
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for a more secure attachment and to facilitate the removal of the handheld device to the 
base unit, the shock triggering button to provide cardiac therapy to a patient in need. 
21. Claims 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Snell et al. in view of Nichols et al. (US 6,266,566). Snell et al. disclose the claimed 
invention except a mounting tilting member on the base. Nichols et al. teaches that it is 
known to use a mounting tilting member on the base as set forth in Fig. 6, to provide an 
easier to read display for the physician or primary care giver of a patient. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the system as taught by Nelsen et al. with the a mounting tilting member on the base as 
taught by Nichols et al., since such a modification would provide the system with a 
mounting tilting member on the base for providing an easier to read display for the 
physician or primary care giver of a patient. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Stoklosa whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1213. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on 571-272-4955. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system/contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Joseph Stoklosa 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3762 



JS 

1 1/27/2006 



GEORGE R. EVANISKO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




